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ABSTRACT Thysanolaena maxima is a wild grass cultivated by the farmers of Meghalaya for the production of
broom panicles, which has high demand in South and South East Asia. Over the years T. maxima has emerged as an
important cash crop of Meghalaya transforming the economy as well as landscape of the state. This research was
aimed at investigating the effect of plant density on cash income of the farmers cultivating this grass. The study
revealed that the growth and production of broom panicles were significantly impacted by plant densi ty. The
production of panicles in the plantations with lower plant density was significantly higher than those grown in higher
plant density. The study concludes that plantation raised at a density of 3333 plants/ha (1.5x2.0 m spacing) gave
highest net present value of Rs 126199.8 ha-1 year -1 up to three harvests. Based on the study, it is concluded that a
density of 3333 plants/ha can be recommended for optimum economic return from cultivation of T. maxima.
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